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Campaign In Congress Increases In Strengthpes: 


AL RECORD 
One Hundred And Two Members Of The House Of Representatives! L 16 194) 
Now Sponsor The Equal Rights Amendment ey ne 


EPRESENTATIVE JOHN M. ROBSION, chief lanberg, Robert F. Rich, George W. Sarbacher, Jr., and 
sponsor of the Equal Rights Amendment in the Harve Tibbott, Pennsylvania; Wirt Courtney and Day- 
House, has announced that the following one hundred ton E. Phillips, Tennessee; William A. Dawson, Utah; 
and one members of the House of Representatives have J. Lindsay Almond, Jr., John W. Flannagan, Jr., and 
joined him as co-sponsors in the introduction of the Howard W. Smith, Virginia; Homer R. Jones and 
Equal Rights Amendment: Pepresentatives Frank W. Thor C. Tollefson, Washington; E. H. Hedrick .and 
Boykin, Alabama; Richard F. Harless and John R. Melvin C. Snyder, West Virginia; John G. Brophy, 
Murdock, Arizona; Fadjo Cravens, Oren Harris, Wil- Alvin E. sacar and na E. Stevenson, Wis- 
lis W. Bradley, Carl Hinshaw, Gor- — 
don L. McDonough, Richard M. 
Nixon, John Phillips, and Harry 
R. Sheppard, California; Elisworth 


B. Foote and James T. Patterson, 
Connecticut; J. Caleb Boggs, Dela- 
L. Rogers, and George A. Smath- 
gia; Roy Clippinger and William 


ham and Henry O. Talle, Jowa; 


James Domengeaux and Otto E. et 
Fallon, Hugh A. Meade, and Ed- Meeting of the National Executive Council in the asides of National Headquarters, 
ward T. Miller, Maryland; Angier Washington, D. C., June 1, 1947, to discuss the campaign in Congress. Library 


of Alva Belmont House in the background. 


Coffin, Roy O. Woodruff, and Har- Sa Pied 
old F. Youngblood, Michigan; H. Carl Andersen and consin; Frank A. Barrett, Wyoming; Thomas L. 


Owens, /llinois; and Joseph R. Farrington, Hawaii. 
Edward J. Devitt, Minnesota; Wat Arnold, Claude I. Representative Robsion recalled the fact that the 


Bakewell, Marion T. Bennett, Walter C. Ploeser, and support back of the Amendment, which at the time of 
Orville Zimmerman, Missouri; Fred A. Hartley, Jr. its first introduction was sponsored only by members of 
New Jersey; Walter G. Andrews, William T. Byrne, the National Woman’s Party, has grown steadily. The 
Edward J. Elsaesser, Edwin Arthur Hall, Bernard W. =‘ number of sponsors in the House-of Representatives 
(Pat) Kearney, Arthur G. Klein, W. Kingsland Macy, has risen from 3 in 1941 to over 100 in the present 
Joseph L. Pfeifer, David M. Potts, Daniel A. Reed, and Congress. This increase shows the growing sentiment 
Katherine St. George, New York; Herbert C. Bonner the leat © at the 

e ; sponsors at the 
opening of the 78th Congress in 1943, and 3 sponsors 


at the opening of the 77th Congress in 1941. 
derson H. Carson, P. W. Griffiths, and J. Harry Mc- Congratulating the women of the country on what 


Gregor, Ohio; Glen D. Johnson, Toby Morris, and th 

cant wie a ey had attained, and on their steadfast efforts in 
William G. Stigler, Oklahoma; Homer D. Angell, Ore- the movement for justice and equality, Representative 
gon; Frank Buchanan, Robert J. Corbett, William J. — Robsion pledged himself and his co-sponsors to the 
Crow, Herman P. Eberharter, Wilson D. Gillette, highest endeavor to secure final victory for the amend- 
Mitchell Jenkins, John McDowell, Frederick A. Muh- ment in the present Congress. 
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TEXT OF EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 


“Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged 
by the United States or by any State on account of sex. 


“Congress and the several States shall have power; within their 
respective jurisdictions, to enforce this article by appropriate legisla- 
tion. 

“This amendment shall take effect three years after the date of 
ratification.” 

Introduced in Senate February 21, 1947. 

Introduced in House January 9, 1947, 

Referred to Judiciary in each House. 

At present before both sub-committees. 


Republicans, Opportunity Knocks! 


; The women of this country, 51 percent of the popu- 
lation, await the action of the Republican Congress. 

In 1916 the Republican Party wrote a plank in its 
platform urging that American women be given the 
right to vote on the same terms as men. In 1919 the 
Suffrage Amendment to the Constitution was adopted 
by Congress and in 1920, it was ratified by the States. 


Women were guaranteed. by the Constitution the one — 


right of Suffrage. 
In 1940 and again.in 1944 the Republican Party 


approved an Equal Rights plank in its platform. The. 


1944 plank reads: | 


“We favor submission hy Congress to the States of an 
Amendment to the Constitution providing for equal 
rights for men and women. We favor job opportunities 
in the post-war world open to men and women alike 
without discrimination in rate of pay because of sex.” 


The Republican Party, now in control of Congress, 
stands pledged to submit the EQUAL RIGHTS 
AMENDMENT for the consideration of the people of 
the several States. The Amendment reads, “Equality 
under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the 
United States or by any State on account of sex.”’ 


The distinguished Republican leader, Congressman 
John N. Robsion, of Kentucky, has undertaken to pass 
this Amendment through Congress. He says, “I feel 
honor bound to do what I can to carry out this pledge 
of my party.” One hundred and one fellow-members of 
the House, both Republicans and Democrats, loyal to 
the cause, have promised to help him. “The light shines 
on the path ahead.” eres 

We trust all Republicans will support him. We trust 
all Republicans will be loyal to their Party pledge. 
Equality of rights under the law is not a new principle 
in the American conception of justice and right. It is 
one of the fundamental principals upon which this 
nation was founded. It is the principle for which many 
wars were fought. 


Garden Party For Congressional 
Sponsors At Alva Belmont House 


June 12, 1947. 


Dear Fellow-Members of the National Woman’s Party: 
- On the evening of Wednesday, July 16th, there will 

be a garden party at Alva Belmont House. The occa- 

sion will be a reception for the sponsors of the Equal 

re Amendment in the Congress of the United 
tates. 


In addition to our two chief sponsors, Senator 


Arthur Capper and Representative John M. Robsion, 


the invitation guest list will include the other 112 
Congressional sponsors of the Amendment in both 
Houses, and their wives. - 


Music will be furnished by the Little Symphony of 


‘the Army Air Forces Band, Major George S. Howard, 


Commanding Officer. Major Howard is thought by 
‘many to be the leader of the best band in the world 
today. Master Sergeant Abrasha Robofsky, vocalist of 
the band, will sing. Sergeant Robofsky was a concert 
singer and opera star before the war. 


The party will begin at nine o’clock. In the receiv- 
ing line will be our National Chairman, Anita Pollitzer, 
of Charleston, S. C.; Gladys Greiner of Baltimore, 
National Treasurer; Margaret C. Williams of Connec- 
ticut, Second Vice-Chairman, and other officers and 
members of the National Council. 


It is to be hoped that Alice Paul, Chairman of the 
World Woman’s Party and founder of the National 
Woman’s Party, will be with us to greet those Senators 
and Congressmen who for years have known of her 
unselfish and tireless efforts to raise the status of 
women in the United States and throughout the world. 

July 16th has been chosen for this big event because 
it comes in Seneca Falls Week. Celebration of the 
Seneca Falls Anniversary is not just a gesture to an 
historic date. We want to let the world recall that the 


‘social, economic and political advance of women in our 


country had its beginning in the stand taken by 
Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stanton in Seneca 
Falls, New York, in 1848—just one year short of a 
century ago. 


When we read again some of the now-so-famous 
Resolutions adopted at the Seneca Falls Convention, 
July 18-19, 1848, they make amazing reading. For 
example: 

“Resolved, That such laws as conflict in any way with 
the true and substantial happiness of woman are con- 
trary to the great precept of nature and of no validity, 
for this is ‘superior in obligation to any other.’” - 

It is to honor the memory of the intrepid authors of 
these Resolutions that we choose their anniversary on 
which to honor the Congressional sponsors of the 
Equal Rights Amendment. | 

We wish all of you could be with us on this festive 
evening. We shall be thinking of you. 

Sincerely yours, 
CECIL NORTON Broy, 
Chairman, Sponsors’ Reception Committee. 


The Republican Party, knowing this, would make 
an enviable record in its annals of progressive legis- 
lation by passing in the 80th Congress the EQUAL 
RIGHTS AMENDMENT and at long last establishing 
in these United States equal justice under the law. 


DoRA G, OGLE, 
PS Member Volunteer Lobby Committee. 
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“One's Right To... 


Equality Not Based 


Physical Strength” 


An open letter to Mrs. Roosevelt from a member of the Typographical Union. 


Spokane, Wash., 
May 16, 1947. 
ELEANOR ROOSEVELT, 


Columnist and Lecturer, 
Hyde Park, New York. 


Dear Mrs. Roosevelt: 


For several years I have been one of your. readers 
and admirers, and when I was told that you opposed 
the Equal Rights Amendment, I refused to believe it 
until I read that you had endorsed the anti-equality 
bill. To me, it seems incredible that any unbiased, 
high-minded, thinking woman would lend aid in any 
way to a group that seeks to block woman’s progress 
toward equal rights. 


Hence I cannot understand why a woman like your- 
self opposes the Amendment. I can understand why 
some politicians do—because they play up to a few 
labor leaders who evidently wish to keep women from 
holding preferred jobs and thus force them to take 
jobs that men don’t want. Such injustice cannot go on 
forever. In the rank and file of Union men are many 
supporters of equal rights, and some officers of the 
Typographical Union (of which I am a member) have 
strongly and. eloquently endorsed the Equal Rights 
Amendment. ... 


The argument that women should not be granted 
full rights of citizenship because they haven’t the 
brute strength of men is certainly unreasonable and 
unjust. One’s right to liberty, justice and equality is 
not based on physical strength. The puniest of men 
ne re greatest of gladiators have equal justice under 
the law. 


Truly, the Equal Rights Amendment will not force 
women to work harder or longer than they do now. 
With extra pay for overtime, no employer is going to 
work anyone overtime except in strict emergencies— 
and in such cases if women are prohibited by law 
from helping to “save the day” they are of less value 


than men employees and, therefore, not wanted. Clear- 
ly, equal pay without equal rights is unfair to women. 


If a woman loses her job because she is physically 
unable to work overtime in emergencies, and is re- 
placed by another woman, her case cannot be compared 
with that of the woman who loses a good job because 
labor laws place restrictions on women but not on 
men. The first case is a misfortune; the latter case, 
stark injustice. . . 


Any argument of “protection” through unequal 
labor laws is deceitful propaganda, prompted by self- 
ish motives. In 1914 I was “protected” out of a good 
job (linotyping) because one hour overtime, one day 
a week, was necessary. My job was given to a man 
because he was not restricted by law. The following 
three years I worked at undesirable jobs that yielded 
meager wages, and it took the first World War to give 
me another chance—and by then I had to learn the 
work almost all over again. Unequal laws can’t work 
any other way!... 


Since the Equal Rights Amendment will ensure 
equality—the prime principle of true democracy, so 
emphatically preached by Uncle Sam—and since this 


. Amendment has, in substance, been adopted in the 


charter of the United Nations, is a part of the plat- 


- form of both political parties, is endorsed by religious 


leaders and leading women’s organizations through- 
out the country, surely it should be passed by Congress 
unanimously and without debate. 

For more than 30 years I have been trying to help 
promote the cause of equal rights, and my efforts 
have cost me much time, money and energy. Now, at 
last, I feel certain there are enough true sons of 
Liberty in Congress to give the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment its long-overdue righteous victory. 


I wish you were on our side. 


Very sincerely, 


(Signed) FANNIE ACKLEY. 


Statement On Equal 


Rights Amendment 


By Hon. WILLIAM LEMKE 
Congressman-at-Large from Fargo, N. Dakota 


The Equal Rights Amendment, which would amend 
the Constitution and give women equal rights with 
men, is still sleeping serenely in the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. It has been before this Committee for some 
time, 

Some of the Sponsors of this Amendment are get- 
ting impatient. Others are getting discouraged, but 
these may be classed as feather-bed -soldiers. They 
work up enthusiasm for a day or so, and then surren- 
der as defeatists. To these I would say that no great 
battle, no great human progress, was ever won In a 
day or overnight. 

Susan B. Anthony did not win her victory over- 
night. Mrs. Pankhurst did not win suffrage overnight. 
she spent many nights in prison fighting for a right- 
cous cause. The sponsors of women’s suffrage were 


insulted and beaten up in front-of the White House. 
Alice Paul and her associates spent some nights in 
prison for no other reason except that they demanded 
that women have the same right to. vote as men. |: 


Susan B. Anthony, Mrs. Pankhurst and Alice Paul 
all won their victories because they were right. Time 
has proven them right, and so it is with the Equal 
Rights Amendment. It is fundamentally just and right. 
Women are as much a part of the human race as men, 
and they are.certainly entitled to all the privileges and 
all the rights of men. Of course,. just as there were 
slaves that fought for the Union army to remain 
slaves, so there are some eminent women who do not 
wish equal rights. That is to be expected, but the fight 
must continue and will continue I am sure, and the 
battle will be won—if not today, tomorrow. 
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“Women Of Latin America Advancing 
Toward Equality” 


Says MINERVA BERNARDINO 


Chairman, Inter-American Commission of Women and former Member and Vice-Chairman of the United ° 
Nations Commission on the Status of Women. 


Speaking before the Convention of the Pennsylvania 
Federation of Democratic Women at Easton, Pennsyl- 
vania, on May 23, 1947, Minerva Bernardino, Chair- 
man of the Inter-American Commission of Women, 
called on women of North America to present a unified 
front for equality. 


After summarizing the history of Pan American 
relations, and paying tribute to Franklin D. Roosevelt 
for the Good Neighbor Policy, Miss Bernardino pro- 
ceeded to speak on woman’s role in world affairs: 


“TI have always believed that women can contribute 
most to the maintenance of effective international rela- 
tions. And I now refer particularly to the relations 
between the United States and the other American 
Republics. 


“The Inter-American Commission of Women, which 
I have the honor to serve, is the official women’s organ- 
ization of the United States and the other American 


Republics. It is composed of 21 delegates appointed 


by each of the governments. .. . 


“The Commission is obligated to make its official 
reports to the International Conferences of the Ameri- 
can States on the civil, political, economic and social 
status of women. Further in that respect, it must pre- 
sent recommendations for correction of injustices in 
outworn codes that throughout history have placed 
woman on a plane of unjustifiable inequality with man. 


“In the report which the Commission is now pre- 
paring for. the Ninth International Conference of 
American States, to be held in Bogota, Colombia, in 


January, many of these injustices are enumerated... .. 


“In spite of advancements in the cultural field, the 
fact remains that the essential rights of women in the 
other Americas are still overshadowed by antiquated 
laws and obsolete conventions. 


“It is precisely on account of these injustices of 
law that the Latin American women believe in the 
equality of rights for men and women. We believe in 
the equality of rights because we consider that genuine 
- democracy is not compatible with discrimination... . 


“T feel that it is appropriate here to point out that 
the Latin American women delegates to the San Fran- 
cisco Conference were the authors of the amendment 
giving women equality in the Charter of the United 
Nations. That was—and it will be so written in 
history—the most formidable battle for their rights 
in which the women of the other Americas have en- 
gaged in the international field in the Twentieth 
Century. 

“T ask your indulgence for this statement, but it is 
nevertheless true—that the greatest opponents to the 
inclusion of women in the Charter were those from 
the two countries where women are most advanced— 
the United States and Great Britain. 

“This paradox, at first glance unaccountable, as far 
as the United States is concerned, has its origin in a 


purely domestic problem of national character—the 
‘equal rights’ amendment, which has been debated in 


this county for a number of years. Unfortunately, 
this problem of yours is also a handicap for women 
of the backward countries in their effort to gain needed 
legislation through international American confer- 
ences, or the assemblies of the United Nations. 


“The attitude of the United States has nearly always 
been negative when the moment arrived for action 
on resolutions or international agreements that were 
designed to improve and relieve certain conditions of 
women of the world. But I hasten to say that in other 
respects, the cooperation of the American delegation 
with those of the other Republics has been whole- 
hearted and generous and has contributed to the suc- 
cess of many worthwhile causes. 


“It seems to me most unfortunate that this strange 
conflict should exist. Therefore, I believe that in order 
to solve this problem which affects so many women in 
the world, the women of the United States should 
initiate a true plebiscite—a poll—to determine the 
authentic expression of popular opinion in regard to 
the equality of rights. That is, that they move to adopt 
a national, uniform policy that will be representative 
of the aspirations of North American women concern- 
ing equality. Such action would not only unify the 
women of the United States on the subject, but would 
insure their valuable support to other women at criti- 
cal moments. .. . 


“The United States today has an historic respon- 
sibility. . . . Upon the interest which this country 
exercises for the effective social integration of all 
groups, will depend the stability of those causes, and 
the degree of the accord of other people with the 
United States. 


“In regard to the social and legal future of the Latin 
American women, I am convinced that the attitude 
of the United States delegates at the coming Inter- 
national Conference in Bogota, January, 1948, can be 
of enormous importance to us. The explicit inclusion 
of women in the Charter of the United Nations has 
determined many constitutional changes in our con- 
tinent; likewise, a change in the traditional North 
American attitude, which hitherto has been one of 
indifference, incomprehension and hostility to the 
cause of woman, could determine our faith in the 
surviyal of the spirit of liberty in this country, and 
greater harmony among our people. 


“And to you women whose staunch support has been 
largely responsible for the most fruitful stages of 
inter-American relations, I again appeal for your 
inspiring leadership and your continued loyalty to the 
cause of those women who are less fortunate than 
yourselves.” 
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Equality Sought In The International Bill Of Rights 


By VIRGINIA FREEDOM 
National Press Chairman, National Woman’s Party 


There met at Lake Success, New York, June 9, 1947, 


representatives of eight nations entrusted by the 
United Nations with the drafting of an International 
Bill of Rights. The Drafting Committee charged with 
this historic task is a sub-committee of the Human 
Rights Commission of the United Nations and consists 
of: Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, Chairman, U. S. A.; Col. 
William R. Hodgson, Australia; Mr. H. Santa Cruz, 
Chile; Dr. P. C. Chang, China; Professor Rene Cassin, 
France; Dr. Charles Malik, Lebanon; Mr. C. Wilson, 
United Kingdom; Mr. V. Koretsky, USSR. 


The World Woman’s Party for Equal Rights, through 
its President, Lady Pethick-Lawrence of England, and 
its Chairman, Alice Paul of the United States, wrote 
on June 11 to the Drafting Commitee to express the 
hope that equality of rights for women would be 
included in the International Bill of Rights. A group 
of representatives of the World Woman’s Party, 
headed by Mrs. Amelia Himes Walker, was present 
throughout the meetings of the Drafting Committee. 
Others in the Woman’s Party delegation were Mrs. 
Nina Broderick Price and Miss Mary Burt Messer, 
both of the United States. 


At the opening meeting, the Drafting Committee 
proceeded to consideration of various drafts that had 
been submitted. The following were the principal 
drafts before the Committee: 


1. “Draft Declaration on Human Rights, “Submitted by the 
Cuban Delegation to the United Nations. This draft had 
been presented to the Economic and Social Council of the 
United Nations, February 12, 1946. The draft contained 
one section bearing on the status of women: 


“Every human being shall have the following 
rights: 


“5°__The right to equality before the law without 
distinction as to race, religion, color, class or sex.” 


2. .“Draft Declaration of the International Rights and Duties 
of Man formulated by the Inter-American Juridical Com- 
mittee, in accordance with Resolutions IX and XL of the 
Inter-American Conference on Problems of War and Peace 
held at Mexico City, February 21—March 8, 1945” . 
This Declaration had been submitted by the Delegation of 
Chile to the General Assembly of the United Nations in 
1946. The Declaration contained one section, Article X, 
bearing on the status of women: 


“Article X. Right to Freedom of Family Relations. 
Every person has the right to be free from inter- 
ference in his family relations. 

It is the duty of the state to respect and to protect 
the reciprocal rights of husband and wife in their 
mutual relations. 


“Parents have a primary right of control over their 
children during minority, and they have a primary 
obligation to maintain and support them.” 


3. “Draft of a Resolution ... submitted by the Representa- 
tive of India,” This resolution, which had been submitted 
to the General Assembly in 1946, contained one section on 
the status of women: 

“IT. (b) Every human being has the right of equal- 
ity, without distinction of race, sex, language, 
religion, nationality or political belief.” 


4. “Statement of Essential Human Rights presented by the 
Delegation of Panama,” October 24, 1946, to the Assem- 
bly of the United Nations, There was one article relating 
to the position of women:: 


“Aricle 17, Equal Protection, Every one has the 
right to protection against arbitrary discrimination 


in the provisions and application of the law be- 
cause of race, religion, sex, or any other reason.” 


5. “Draft outline of International Bill of Rights,” prepared 
the Secretariat of the Division of Human Rights of the 
nited Nations, and submitted June 4, 1947, to the Human 
Rights Commission. This draft contained one article on 
the status of women: 
f “Article 45. No one shall suffer any discirmination 
whatsoever because of race, sex, language, religion, 
or political creed. There shall be full equality be- 
fore the law in the enjoyment of the rights enunci- 
ated in this Bill of Rights.” a 

Now that the International Bill of Rights is at last 
on its way co the blueprint state, it might be well to. 
have a brief synopsis of steps already taken by the 
United Nations. 

We all remember the Preamble of the Charter of 
the United Nations, adopted June 26, 1945, and rati- 
fied by the United States August 8, 1945, reading: 

“We the Peoples of the United Nations, determined. . 
to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the 
dignity and worth of the human person, in the equal 
rights cf men and women .. . have agreed to the 
present Charter of the United Nations and do hereby 
establish an international organization to be known as 
the United Nations.” 

One of the basic purposes of the United Nations is 
stated in Art. 1, paragraph 3 of Chapter I of the 
Charter, to be: 

“‘To achieve international cooperation . . . in promoting 
and encouraging respect for human rights and for 
fundamental freedoms for all without distinction. as 
to race, sex, language or religion. . .” 


Article 13 of ChapterlV of the Charter provides that 


“The General Assembly shall initiate studies and make 


recommendations for the purpose of .. . assisting in 
the realization of human rights and fundamental free- 
doms for all without distinction as to race, sex, lan- 
guage, or religion.” 

The Human Rights Commission, set up by the 
United Nations under the above provision of the Char- 
ter, met for its first session, as a full Commission, at 
Lake Success, New York, from January 27 to Febru- 
ary 10, 1947, with 16 nations represented. Only two 
women were members of the Commission, Mrs. Hansa 


. Mehta from India and Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt from 


the United States. 

Mrs. Roosevelt, who had been elected Chairman of 
the Human Rights Commission, suggested at the open- 
ing meeting that reference to the question of equality 
for women be omitted from the proposed Bill of Rights. 
The Chairman thought, she said, that since there was 
now a Commission on the Status of Women, there 
might be duplication if the subject of equal rights for 
women were considered in connection with the Bill 
of Rights. 

Mr. Tepliakov of the USSR was against striking out 
the words “status of women.” When it came to dis- 
cussion on the International Bill of Rights, the Com- 
mission was entitled, he said, to deal with all questions 
within the field of human rights. 

Mrs. Hansa Mehta of India agreed with Mr. Teplia- 
kov. She said that in discussing the Bill of Rights, the 
status of women would have to be considered in co- 
operation with the Commission on the Status of 
Women. 

General Romulo of the Philippine Republic also 
agree with the Soviet Representative that the status of 


(Continued on Page 6) 
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IN MEMORIAM 


Victor Duval, whose death we mourn, was one who 


—like the great Apostle of the Gentiles—considered 
“those who were bound, as being bound with them.” 
As a young man, he organized a body of young men 
to defend the young Suffragettes in the great militant 
struggle for enfranchisement that was carried on from 
1906-1914. He was assaulted and injured again and 
again not only by the police, but by the liberal Stew- 
arts at public political meetings, who resented the 
questions put to the platform, by this young liberal— 
as at that time he was. His persistency and his cour- 
age were unconquerable and he will be remembered 
with affection and gratitude by those men and women 
suffragists of his generation, who still survive and 
have reason to rejoice in the results of their campaign 
for national democracy. 

When in later years Victor Duval occupied a high 
managerial position in a factory, he insistently cared 
for the welfare and just economic reward of the work- 
ers and until the end of his life, no injustice or un- 
merited avoidable suffering left him unmoved or ac- 
quiescent. 

Old traditions of an altruistic passion for freedom 
and justice that have enhanced the reputation of our 
country in the past, will, it may be hoped, spring anew 
from our soil upon which his ashes on Monday, Octo- 
bér 8th were scattered. | 


(Signed) EMMELINE PETHICK-LAWRENCE. 


Women Seek Rights: 


EQUALITY OF SEXES — 
DEMANDED OF UN 


By VIRGINIA STARR 
News-Post Staff Correspondent 


Lake Success, N. Y., June 11—In the 100 years since 
the first organized feminist meeting at Seneca Falls, 
N. Y., in 1848, most of the rights demanded for 
women at that meeting still have not been won for the 
women of the United States. 

These rights, included in the Seneca Falls declara- 


tion (issued during the same year as Marx’ Communist | 


manifesto) called for complete equality of men and 
women in the franchise, education, the professions, 
political office, marriage, personal freedom, property 
control, guardianship of children, making contracts and 
the church. 

Representatives of many women’s organizations are 
here at Lake Success, where the tentative world bill of 
rights is to be drafted by the drafting committee of 
the Commission on Human Rights, to ask that “equal- 
ity of persons of both sexes” be included in the bill 
of rights. | 

They believe that world opinion, awakened by the 
tremendous undertaking of drawing up the first world 
bill of rights, can be marshaled in behalf of justice 
for the women of all nations, regardless of their pres- 
ent political or economic status. 


The World Woman’s Party, founded in 1938 to 
achieve equality for the women of the world, wrote 
today to Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, Chairman of the 
Drafting Committee, as follows: 

“The World Woman’s Party, Lady Emmeline Pethick- 


Lawrence of London, President, and Miss Alice Paul, 
United States, Chairman of the World Council, wish 


| 


International Bill Of Rights 
’ (Continued from Page 5) 
women was an integral part of whatever Bill of Rights 


would be discussed. 


The Chairman, Mrs. Roosevelt, in summing up the 


_Opinions expressed, observed that the Human Rights 


Commission would have to evolve a basis of coopera- 
tion with the Commission on the Status of Women lest 
they find themselves at odds with that Commission’s 
recommendations. 


The Human Rights Commission, finally, on Febru- 
ary 10, 1947, adopted a Report for presentation to 
the Economic and Social Council. This Report con- 
tained the following paragraph: ‘ye 

“Chapter II, International Bill of Human Rights; Art- 
icle 12. Concerning the form of the International Bill 
of Human Rights, the consensus of opinion of the Com- 
mission was that is should be submitted to the Com- 


mission by the drafting group as a draft resolution for 
presentation to and approval by the General Assembly.” 


The Drafting Committee, set up by the Commission 
on Human Rights at its January-February, 1947, 


meeting, held its first meeting on June 9, 1947, and. 


is still meeting at the present writing. 


On June 13, the United States presented a proposed 
article for the Bill of Rights as follows: 


“There shall be equal protection before the law in the 
enjoyment of the rights enumerated in this bill of 
rights, without distinction as to race, sex, language or 
igion.” 
It is interesting to note that on June 13, Professor 
Koretsky said: 


“It is not sufficient to proclaim principles. We must 
fight for their implementation. It is well known that 
women do not yet take enough part in the political life 
of most countries despite the fact that the constitu- 
tions provide for the equality of the sexes.” 


Mrs. Amelia Himes Walker, Vice-Chairman of the 
World Woman’s Party, declared at the end of the first 
week’s work by the Drafting Committee: 


“On the whole, women have great reason to be encour- 
aged. Let us contrast the drafting of the International 
Bill of Rights with the drafting of the Bill of Rights 
for our own United States constitution. When the 
United States Bill of Rights was drafted, women were 
forgotten. No woman was consulted in the drafting. 
No woman was an official member of the drafting 
groups. No mention of equality for women was made in 
the Bill of Rights itself. But today the Committee that 
is drafting the Bill of Rights for the United Nations is 
presided over by a woman, the official delegate from 
the United States. Another woman, the official dele- 
gate from India, is a member of the full Commission to 
which the Drafting Committee will report. Finally, 
practically every draft submitted contains a declaration 
for equality of rights for men and women.” 


The Report of the Drafting Committee on the Inter- 
national Bill of Rights will be presented to the Com- 
mission on Human Rights at its meeting, in August, 
1947. | 


New York, June 19, 1947. 


to express the hope that ‘equality of the sexes’ will be 
included as a specific provision in all declarations of 
the committee for drafting an international bill of 
rights.” 

It is hoped that a large number of American women 
will contact the members of the drafting committee, 
urging them to incorporate the “equality of persons of 
both sexes” clause in the final draft of the committee, 
to be presented to the second session of the commission 
on human rights in August, 1947. 


From The Baltimore News-Post, Wednesday, June 11,. 1947 
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News From The States 
ARKANSAS | possible focus on Congress of the existing sentiment 


Miss Aurelle Burnside, Arkansas State Chairman, 
wrote on May 28 that many letters and messages are 
being sent from their Branch to the Arkansas delega- 
tion in Congress, urging active support of the Amend- 
ment and of an immediate favorable report of the 
Equal Rights Amendment by the Senate Judiciary 
Committee. 


CALIFORNIA 


Mrs. Lucy Rice Winkler, Southwest Regional Chair- 
man, writes from Los Angeles of the many appeals 
being made to the California delegation to support the 
Equal Rights Amendment. The School Women’s Coun- 
cil, Mrs. Winkler stated, circularized the entire Con- 
gress, sending a letter and pamphlet to each member. 


Too late to include in our last issue but of interest 
to all our readers, we feel sure, is the report by Mrs. 
Neenah Hastings Lessemann, Chairman, California 
Branch. On March 15 the National Women’s Party was 
hostess to other women’s organizations at a tea at the 
Fairmont Hotel, San Francisco. Guest speakers were: 
Kathleen Norris, Judge Theresa Meikle, Mrs. Free- 
mont Older, Alice Park, Madam Grosjean. 


Purpose of the tea, to quote Mrs. Lessemann, was: 
“To give club women the opportunity of hearing these 
prominent women who believe in equality and are 
helping in a wider organization; also to give publicity 
to the name of the National Woman’s Party.” 


Southern California advocates the Equal Rights 
Amendment, and is experiencing a great revival of 
activity consequent upon the chatige of party control 
in Congress. Mrs. Josephine Terrill, Chairman of the 
Southern California Branch, with headquarters at 
1028 South Wilton Place, Los Angeles, has covered 
meetings from Santa Barbara to Long Beach with 
Elsie Hill, now a resident of Santa Monica, California. 
Miss Hill has spoken recently at meetings of the So- 
roptomist Clubs at West Los Angeles, Long Beach, 
and at the Santa. Monica Business and Professional 
Women’s Club. 

Miss Hill reported also on the impressive meeting 
at the Los Angeles Public Library on February 15, 
held under the auspices of the Susan B. Anthonv Me- 
morial Library Association, Mrs. Una Winter, Presi- 
dent, the School Womens Council, and the National 
Woman’s Party. At this meeting, Dr. Mary Sinclair 
Crawford, member of the National Council of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party, and Dean of Women of the Uni- 
versity of Southern California, made the appeal for 
personal and financial support for the Equal Rights 
Amendment. Miss Mary Young, the noted actress 
recently seen in “Lost Weekend” and other academy 
award films, spoke in behalf of the Amendment as a 
member of the World Woman’s Party. 

Mrs. Marjorie Longwell, of Sherman Oaks, Secre- 
tary-Treasurer of the Susan B. Anthony Memorial 
Association, gave the eulogy to Susan B. Anthony in 
her life work for equal rights. 

Mrs. Ella Volstead Allen reported on the work of 
the World Woman’s Party for Equality in the United 
Nations. 

New committees are being organized in the Con- 
gvessional Districts in order to secure the greatest 


for the Equal Rights Amendment in Southern Cali- 
fornia. 


The California women are keeping in mind the fact 
that in 1941 the California Legislature Memorialized 
Congress for the submission of the Amendment. Gov- 
ernor Warren is committed to its support. 


MARYLAND 


On May 2nd the Baltimore Branch held a most suc- 
cessful meeting at the home of Mrs. Elizabeth Forbes. 
More than 200 members of various political and civic 
organizations were present. Chief speaker was Anita 
ter gag National Chairman of the National Woman’s 

arty. 

Former U. S. Senator George L. Radcliffe also 
spoke, reaffirming his continued support of the Equal 
Rights Amendment. | 


Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller, Democratic National 
Committeewoman from Pennsylvania and Congres- 
sional Chairman of the National Woman’s Party, 
- sad on the need to defeat the Taft-Wads- 
worth bill. 


“What the bill would really do,” said Mrs. Miller, 
“is to freeze existing discriminations. In every speech | 
I have made, we have been hammering at the fact that 
the UN Charter declares for equality regardless of sex. 
The CIO, AFL, Eleanor Roosevelt, and the League of 
Women Voters are trying to save face with the Taft- 
Wadsworth bill. Marion Martin, former Head of the 
Republican women, and Mrs. Roosevelt are back of this 
bill. Congressman Wadsworth is violently opposed to 
woman’s suffrage, and so were the Tafts. We hope this 
bill will die in committee,” 


MICHIGAN 


A letter dated May 22, from Mrs. Phoebe Munnecke, 
of Detroit, recently re-elected Michigan State Chair- 
man of the National Woman’s Party, tells of their 
annual meeting on May 16, and of the unity of purpose 
manifested by the Michigan Branch in forwarding the | 
work for the Amendment. Mrs. Munnecke writes that 
“our Branch intends to concentrate on having the 
Equal Rights Amendment adopted during this session 
of Congress—and our members have agreed to write 
to our Congressmen urging their support.” The follow- 
ing officers were elected at their annual meeting: 
Chairman, Phoebe C. Munnecke; 1st Vice Chairman, 
Lula E. Bachman; 2nd Vice Chairman, Margaret 
Hampshire; 3rd Vice Chairman, Pearl Greason; Re- 
cording Secretary, Delphine Bruski; Corresponding 
Secretary, Sybil Kries; Treasurer, C. Katherine Rent- 
schler; Directors, Constance Cotter, Margaret C. 


Coyle. Patricia French, Mrs. Alex .C. McKibbin and 
Mrs. R. E. Moore. 


Mrs. Munnecke also reported that an organization 
had heen formed by Saginaw members to give addi- 
tional support to the Michigan State Branch in its 
campaign for the Amendment. Chairman of the Sagi- 
naw Branch is Alice Arnold. 


NORTH DAKOTA 


Wide favorable comment by national figures and in 
the public press has followed unanimous action hy the 
North Dakota Legislature favoring the Equal Rights 
Amendment. 


In our last issue we reported that “A Concurrent 
Resolution Memoralizing the Congress of the U.’S. A. 
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(Continued from Preceding Page) 


endorsing the equal rights of women’’ had been passed 
and forwarded to the President of the United States 
and to officials of the Congress. To Mrs. Alfred Zuger, 
Chairman of Legislation of the North Dakota Branch 
of the National Woman’s Party, State Chairman of 
Legislation of the North Dakota Federation of Busi- 
ness and Professional Women’s Clubs, goes the lion’s 
share of the credit for this memorable achievement. 
She has worked on the Equal Rights Amendment 
campaign in close conjunction with Mrs. Mary E. 
Owens, North Dakota State Chairman. A few typical 
statements follow: 


U.S. SENATOR WM. LANGER (R., N. D.). “My sincer- 
est congratulations upon your splendid victory. More 
power to you. You need not worry that I have had any 
occasion to change my mind as to my continued sup- 
port for its passage in this Congress.” 


U. S. SENATOR MILTON R. YOUNG (R., N. D.), co- 
sponso: of the Equal Rights Amendment. “My hearty 
congratulations on your splendid victory. You should 
be down here to lobby for its passage. You are a good 
“fighter” always for the things you know are right.” 


Mrs. LA FELL DICKINSON, President General, Fed- 
eration of Women’s Clubs, Washington,. D. C. “Con- 
_ gratulations on your wonderful part in securing pas- 

sage of the Equal Rights Amendment Resolution in 
both Houses. I am certainly proud of you!” 


Miss HETTIE BLYTHE, President, N. D. Federation 
of Business and Professional Women’s Clubs, Inc. 
“You surely fought a valiant battle and scored a big 
success.” 


WASHINGTON 


Miss Fannie Ackley of Spokane writes of a petition 
urging Congress to pass the Equal Rights Amendment 
which she has just circulated and which will soon be 
sent to Senator Arthur Capper of Kansas, Chief 
Sponsor of the Amendment in the Senate. Miss Ackley 
states that the petition does not represent any certain 
group but is a cross section of women in various lines 
of work, including clerks and waitresses and women 


prominent in business, industry and the professions. 
The petition reads: 

“We, the undersigned women, petition the Con- . 
gress of the United States to pass the Equal 
Rights Amendment as soon as possible and thus 
extend to women the human justice of ‘equality 

_ of rights under the law’.” 


WYOMING 


From Mrs. Mamie L. Mizen, a member of our Wyo- 
ming Committee, comes the reminder that even in a 
State where the Governor and the entire Congressional 
delegation are pledged to the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment there is still work to be done. 

“June and July,” writes Mrs. Mizen, “usually | 
finds Wyomingites: scanning the calendar with a 
far-away look, and then making a quick trip up- 
stairs to see that the basque waist and picture 
hat of grandma’s day are all in order for the 
parade, come celebration day. For then the past 
comes to life with Western gusto and cowpokes 
once more climb on a horse instead of into a 
jeep. 

“Esther Morris, who was largely responsible 
for Wyoming’s entering the Union as an equal 
suffrage state, would feel right at home on the 
streets of Cheyenne, Laramie, or a dozen other 
towns of the ‘Equality State’, and the chances are 
would do as smooth a job of getting her. pleas 
for women’s rights into just the right ears and 
no nonsense about it. True, she might feel a 
pleasant shock of surprise when she learned that 
the Governor and the whole Congressional dele- 
gation were pledged to equal rights between men 
and women. But until she had the whole popula- 
tion lined up for the Equal Rights Amendment, 
Esther Morris would keep right on with the job. 
For she wouldn’t forget that Wyoming was the 
first State that counted women as population— 
voting population, that is. And she’d know that 
now there was a lot of other standing up and 
being counted, that Wyoming women were doing. 

“So in lieu of a report, Wyoming reminds the 
nation that it turns back the pages once a year 
and remembers when being a woman was pretty 
exciting. Still is, as a matter of fact.” 


Feminist Firsts 
FIRST WOMAN AMBASSADOR FROM ASIA 

Mrs. V..L. Pandit has just been appointed Ambassa- 
dor of India to the USSR. In a message of congratula- 
tion His Excellency M. Asaf Ali, Ambassador of India 
in the United States, said, in part: “Apart from its be- 
ing a deserving tribute to you personally, it is a tribute 
to all womanhood. You are the second woman Ambassa- 
dor in the world’s history and the first from Asia, 
which is no small distinction. India should be proud 
of leading the world in recognition of woman’s place 
in vital international affairs. The responsibility which 
so high a position carries at this critical juncture of 
historical world developments is overwhelming. I wish 
you the best of luck in proving equal to it.” 


Iowa Engineering Society—in existence 47 years— 
has elected its first woman member—Ruth Evelyn Best. 


EQUAL RIGHTS $1.50 PER YEAR 
SUBSCRIBE FOR A FRIEND—SEND IT TO A SCHOOL LIBRARY 


Home of Susan B. Anthony Becomes Museum 


The former home of Miss Susan B. Anthony at 17 
Madison Street, Rochester, was opened on February 
14. The brick house, recently acquired by the Susan B. 
Anthony Memorial, Inc., is subsidized through volun- 
tary contributions. Partial restoration has been made 
and a museum room contains items relating to the 
great suffragist and her associates. Various groups 
are assisting in the restoration, including the Univer- 
sity of Rochester alumnae, for it was through Miss 
Anthony’s insistence that the university opened its 
doors to women. 


—From N. Y. History published by N. Y. State Historical 
Association, April, 1947. 


South Carolina Visitor 


Among the recent guests at Alva Belmont House was 
Mrs. Julian Dew of Latta, South Carolina, member of 
the National Woman’s Party committee of that state. 
Miss Pollitzer entertained for Mrs. Dew and plans of 
work were discussed. Chairman of the South Carolina 
branch of the National Woman’s Party is Miss Susan 
Pringle Frost, of Charleston. 
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